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a wise and impartial administration of justice. Every man
reposes in the tribunals of his country, the stability of profession
and the serenity of life. He goes on to decry those who by any
act or neglect detract from the dignity of the courts of justice;
and describes them as not only doing an injury to those who
dispense the laws, but diminishing the public confidence in the
laws themselves and shaking the foundations of public tran-
quillity. In the face of this denunciation I tremble for the
temerity of the opinion of those, if they exist, who would lodge
the blind lady with the scales in a hovel or a garret. I would
that these wise words might be pondered and taken to heart
by those who preach and incite the practice of a non-observance
of the law, who forget that in the law is vested the felicity of
their fellow men, the security of life and the foundation of public
tranquillity in India. It is only by respect for the law and with
the help of the law's protection that India can advance on the
road to a wider realization of herself and to the great place
awaiting her in the Empire.

DELAYS IN THE COURTS

Sir Shadi Lai, you have alluded to the increase of work in
the court and to the new directions in which, as a result of the
general progress of the Punjab and its new commercial and
other activities, litigation is expanding. After my arrival in
India, when there had been time to make an examination, I
was deeply impressed with the delays occurring under the present
system in the administration of civil justice, and especially in
the recovery of the fruits of a decree by execution. These
defects attracted my attention through the complaints of
commercial bodies, through observations of the Privy Council
in cases coming before them, through observations with members
of the judiciary and the legal profession and through actual
instances coming to my notice in the routine of the administra-
tion. The flaw seemed to me not due to any want of energy or
capacity in the courts, but the growth of complexity in the
system the courts have to administer. It appeared to me that
the ends of justice stood in some danger of being hampered and
enslaved by the formalities of the law itself.

I need not lay stress on the deplorable results which might
follow such a process. It is a stage through which the administra-
tion of the law inevitably passes and has passed at different
periods in England. In more modern times steps have been
taken in England to speed up machinery of too old-fashioned a